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Script Clearance Questionnaire 

 
Project Title: __________________________________________________ 

Date Form Completed: ____________________________________________ 

Person Completing Form (Name & Title): ________________________ 

Script Draft Version / Date: ____________________________________ 

1. Project Overview & Narrative Basis 
The purpose of this section is to establish the baseline of First Amendment protection 
versus potential tort liability.  

• 1.1. Is this project entirely fictional, entirely factual (e.g., a documentary), or a 
dramatization of true events ("based on a true story")?  

 

o ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

• 1.2. If the script is based on true events, what are your primary source materials 
(e.g., court transcripts, news articles, historical biographies, or personal 
interviews)?  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

•  
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• 1.3. Have you secured the life story rights or optioned an underlying book or 
article for this project? If yes, please identify the agreement and the parties 
involved. 

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

2. Depiction of Real Individuals (Living or Deceased) 
This section flags right of publicity, defamation, and invasion of privacy issues.  

• 2.1. List every character in the script who is a real, identifiable person, and 
indicate whether they are Living or Deceased. 

•  
o _______________________________________________ 
o  

•  
• 2.2. For any deceased individuals listed above, please state the year they died 

and the state or country where they permanently resided (were domiciled) at the 
time of their death.  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 2.3. For any living individuals listed above, do they fall under the category of a 
public official or public figure (e.g., celebrity, politician, newsworthy individual), or 
are they private citizens?  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 2.4. Does the script attribute any invented dialogue, fictionalized behaviors, or 
composite characteristics to a real, living individual? If yes, please specify the 
scenes and characters.  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 2.5. Does the script disclose any deeply personal, sensitive, or potentially 
embarrassing facts about a living person that are not already a matter of public 
record?  

o _______________________________________________ 
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3. Real Businesses, Trademarks, and Products 
This section targets potential trademark infringement, false endorsement, or product 
disparagement risks.  

• 3.1. List any real-world brand names, corporate logos, or commercial products 
explicitly written into the script (e.g., a character specifically asks for a "Coke" or 
drives a "Tesla").  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 3.2. Are any real-world brands or products portrayed in a negative, dangerous, or 
defamatory light (e.g., a brake failure on a specific car brand, or a character 
getting sick from a specific food brand)? If yes, please list the scenes.  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 3.3. Does the script feature any prominent, highly specific real-world institutions 
as central elements of the plot (e.g., the CIA, a specific university, a professional 
sports team)?  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

4. Third-Party Media, Artwork, and Intellectual 
Property 
This section evaluates copyright and fair use boundaries for embedded content.  

• 4.1. Does the script call for the inclusion of real-world film clips, television 
broadcasts, or archival news footage (e.g., a character watching a real news 
report on TV)? If yes, please describe the footage and its purpose in the scene.  

 

o _______________________________________________ 
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• 4.2. Are there any specific photographs, magazine covers, or literary excerpts 
(such as poems or book quotes) written into the dialogue or required as props?  

 

o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 4.3. Does the script prominently feature or reference distinct, copyrighted 
background artwork, such as a specific museum painting, a public mural, or a 
modern sculpture?  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 4.4. Are there any musical lyrics written into the dialogue, or does the script 
dictate specific copyrighted songs to be performed by characters on screen? 

 

o _______________________________________________ 

5. Locations and Physical Settings 
• 5.1. List any real-world locations, private venues, or properties named in the 

script (e.g., the Plaza Hotel, a specific local restaurant).  
•  

o _______________________________________________ 

 

• 5.2. Will the production be filming on-location at these actual sites, or recreating 
them on a soundstage?  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 

6. Practical Action Plan & Releases 
• 6.1. Have you already obtained, or do you intend to seek, written signed releases 

from any of the real-world individuals or businesses mentioned in the script?  
•  

o _______________________________________________ 
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• 6.2. Has the art department or legal team started compiling a factual backup file 
(news articles, public records) to verify the accuracy of sensitive scenes?  

•  
o _______________________________________________ 
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